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Mr C Judson, Planning Dept. Broadland District Council, by email attachment 

 
15 July 2020 
 
Application Ref: 20201183 
Reepham High School and College, Whitwell Road, Reepham, NR10 4JT – Provision of a new sports hall with 
associated changing facilities, studio, sports classrooms and parking. 
 
Dear Mr Judson, 
 
CPRE Norfolk objects to this application for the following reasons:  
 
One of recommendations for the development of the allocated site REP1 was for the developer to provide a 
sports hall for the school and community to use within this specific site. The proposed site for the sports hall, 
studio and classrooms is well away from that allocated site for development. The proposed location would lead 
to further loss of the playing fields and pitches. 
 
The proposal includes 8 new parking spaces, which would be far too few to serve the new facility, particularly 
given that it is intended for community use. The current car park for the High School and College is already 
inadequate, with some parking taking place offsite, which will be compounded by a new sports hall with its 
demand for further parking. 
  
The design fails to meet the recommendations of NPPF paragraph 12, “Achieving well-designed places”.  
Paragraph 127b states: “..planning policies should ensure that developments: are visually attractive as a result of 
good architecture, layout and appropriate and effective landscaping.” Its industrial, box-like form, with mono-
pitched roof is unimaginative. The separate, lower structural form of the changing room block, with no natural 
daylight, would be claustrophobic and an unpleasant space to use. Phase 2, with two classrooms and studio, 
appear to be an architectural afterthought. 
 
The southern extent of the school’s built campus is defined by a long row of mature lime trees, and to build 
beyond this green boundary would have a negative impact on the landscape and on the open nature of the 
existing playing fields. 
  
It’s unfortunate that the circumstances surrounding the viability of the housing development have resulted 
in such a frugal and mediocre design for the proposed Sports Hall, along with the proposal for it being sited in an 
inappropriate location. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Michael Rayner 
Planning Campaigns Consultant, CPRE Norfolk 


